by Bob Sneed

PUTTING a HUMAN FACE

on Downfown Campbel/

good idea to
wedar one all the
time around the
neck, Iteosts ab-
solutely nothing
if it is used only
for 911

Tim did some
research  and
found that South
Carolinawas the
first state 1o do
this and had
handed out five
thousand
phones, fol-
lowed by Texas
which had given
outten thousand,
but no one in
California had
done 1t yet.

He gave me

dames Malone, the Campbell man who brought
Sfree Cell Phones for the Elderly 1o California

two examples
where they have
been lifesavers:

About three years ago
Cumpbellite James (Jim) Malone,
a long time active member of the
Woest San José-Campbell Lions
Club, noticed in the paper that all
cell phones must be able o call
emerpgency 211 with no charge
tor the service. He also knew that
many elderly people living alone
have no quick reliable way tocall
for help in an emergency, And he
knew that cell phones technolopy
is chanping so rapidly that thou-
sunds are being thrown away, and
that discarded electronic devices
really don't belong in lundlills,

PPutting all this together, he
came up with the brifhant idea of
collecting discarded cell phones.
checking 1o see that the battery
amd phone work, and giving them,
wilh batlery charpers, free 1o se
niors who aee living alone. For
particularly frail people its o

An elderly couple from Santa
Clara intending to drve toward
San José drove nocth instead and
ended up off the road in a gulley.
They called 911, and help finally
found them, butoniv because they
coulddescribe their surroundings.

Inanother case in another state,
a woman was Kidnapped and
locked in acar trunk, but she had
a hidden cell phone in her bra,
was able to call 9il, and was
rescued. As a retired electronic
engineer 1 was amazed that the
signal could get out of the metal
car body. Maybe they're making
trunk lids out of plastic these days!

All Bay Area 911 calls go toa
central office in Vallejo and are
rerouted to the local junsdiction,
A phone call from a residence
regisiers the address automati-
cally, but a call from an automao-
bile 1s only traceable to the nedr-

est cell antenna that picks up the
vall, and needs the callers w de-
scribe their location if they can,

Jim tells me there is a new
Federal law that requires cell
phone manufacturers within two
years of (s passage o add glohal
positioning system (GPS} capa-
bility that can locate the phone
within two to three hundred vards,
independent of the caller's voice.

Tim talked up the idea of col-
lecting phones, refurbishing them
and giving them free to seniors, w
his Lion's Club, which took it on
as o project. [ was written upin o
page and one-hall artcle in the
AARP Maogazine, and Tim gol
cills from all oyver Californin. He
approached several West Valley
citles to see i their Senior Cen-
ters would congider joiniong {he
program

The Santa Clarn Senior Center
al 1303 Fremont Avenue, (408)
B84-3266, and the Lo Gatos Se-
nior Center, at 208 Bast Main
Street, Linda Gallo, (408) 354-
1514, oined the program, and
between them have handed out
between fve and six thousand
phones in the last 2-1/2 years,

Unused cell phones, working
or nol, may be handed in ot the
Santa Clara Valley Lions Blind
Center at 101 North Bascom Av-
enuein Santa Clara between Y am
and 4 pm on weekdays. The Club
sends these that need recondi-
tioning to a company in Michi-
zan, and also supplies them to
users free.

[t's a good idea lor everyone to
have a cell phone in the car with a
recharger that plugs into the ciga-
rette lighter whether or not vou are
paying for phone service. 911
waorks all the me, So far as Jim
knows, the Bay Area is stil] the
only place in Califormia that Cell
Phones for Seniors 15 active.

The International Lions have
one million four hundred thou-
sand members, and Tim wishes
they would pick up thig iden as o
waorldwide project for the abwsed,
the blind, and sentors, See the web
at www.donateaphone.com, bl

www gencitivs.com/
sanjosecamphelllions/



